MERGA Treasurer’s Report 2001/2002
Annual Statement
As the conference is held so soon after the end of the financial year it is not possible to include the 2001/2002 balance sheet and statement of income and expenditure in this conference program. However, preliminary figures suggest that the budgeted surplus of about $2000 will be exceeded by a considerable amount, due to excellent results for sales of MERGA publications and unanticipated income from copyright distributions (see below). The audited annual statement will be tabled at the Annual General Meeting.

Annual Conference Accounts
Congratulations to Paul White and his team for organising the Sydney conference of 2001, which technically returned a nett loss of $905.84. However this figure does not take into account income from the sale of 150 extra copies of the Conference Proceedings ($4417.50, categorised as income from Sales of Publications), nor the premium on registration fees paid by non-members who attended the conference ($2232.00, classed as income from 2002 Subscriptions). In the past, the latter has been treated as conference income because of difficulties in identifying the numbers of delegates who registered as non-members. The audited statement has been received and will be tabled at the Annual General Meeting.

Sales of Publications
Income from sales of publications reached record levels over the last twelve months. Much of this can be attributed to the work of Jon Ladbrooke, MERGA’s Sydney-based sales agent, during the 2001 conference. Jon’s well stocked publications stand was a great success, since delegates could not only inspect MERGA books and journals but also take their purchases home with them.

Copyright Distributions
Following an approach from the Copyright Agency Limited (CAL), MERGA joined this organisation as a Publisher Member in February 2001. CAL is a not-for-profit organisation that manages licensed copying of printed works on behalf of authors and publishers. One of CAL’s functions is to distribute money collected as licence fees to copyright rightsholders. In order for MERGA to claim publisher’s entitlements to these distribution moneys, procedures for establishing ownership of copyright have been clarified. This means that authors whose work appears in any MERGA publication (i.e the Mathematics Education Research Journal, Mathematics Teacher Education and Development, Proceedings of the annual conference, the four yearly Review) are asked to sign a Publication Agreement that transfers copyright to MERGA, while still allowing authors to use all or part of the work in future publications. In the past year over $8700 has been claimed and received for MERGA works that have appeared in CAL’s copying records from 1995-2001. Now that this backlog has been processed a claim will be made in December each year based on CAL’s annual Distribution Record.
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