Mathematical Sciences Cluster Report

FASTS Board Meeting 26th May 2009

Cluster representative:   Nigel Bean

1.  Key Issues for Board Discussion

Australian Statistical Conference 2008 (ASC08): There has been a very significant financial situation arising from ASC08. The conference organizing firm did not deliver to the Statistical Society of Australia Incorporated (SSAI) any of the monies that it received in conference registrations and accommodation. Relevant legal proceedings are under way. 
Meanwhile, the Melbourne Sofitel Hotel (the venue for the event) has requested the SSAI repay the approximately $120,000 that they are owed by the SSAI. The County Court Writ includes a claim that the amount sought by the Sofitel Hotel ought to have been paid by the conference organizing firm. However the contract for provision of venue and associated services is between the Sofitel and the SSAI directly. This is a desperate situation that is going to have very serious implications for the SSAI and its members. I felt that it is worth raising at Board level, as it is likely that other societies are similarly exposed to such risks, unknowingly.  

2.  Potential “On the Radar” Topics
3.  Key Issues for Noting Only (no discussion)

· The MERGA conference is to be held in Wellington, NZ at the beginning of July.  For the last few years, MERGA has focused on giving “added value” to new members and younger researchers. This conference will have the first complimentary workshop for “newcomers” (those who joined MERGA in 2008 or 2009). The theme will be “Developing a research agenda”, and ample time has been allocated for participants’ questions and discussion as well as social mixing.
· Mathematics Education will benefit from several aspects of the budget. First, the government has removed the embargo on Teaching and Nursing charging the variable 25% on the Student Contribution, which should bring Education faculties an extra approximately $1040 per FTE place in 2010. However, graduates who do teach will actually be better off because there will be debt reductions for them which exceed the extra cost, with a net gain of at least $3000.

